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CAPTAIN HENRY IS DEAD. 



Till' 



III 



Vill I 



lllli 



r.Miiul s.irrnw lli.Mt (^ii.lain Williai,, Henry, the 
I;iI<Mitod find <:i'iiiiil ImsbiUKl of :\Irs. .Josephine K. 
lliiiry, of VersailleH, is dead. His death took 
IpltH-e at 10 o'elock on the nigrht of FViday, .Alay 
-'.■>th. iifter a lonsr and pninfnl illnem and was diit 
t(. ,-1 .lis.iisc of til., heart. The foneral will take 

I'l''-'' SiiiMhiy iifi.-ri n and the Blade'a editor, U>- 

WiNoii and many other Preethink- 



nil I 



1 th;ni 



blended an austere devotion to duty, a liroad, all 
pervading mid abundant charity, especially to- 
wards those who fell short of his own lofty stand- 
ards, and from his life there is bequeathed to hn- 

nianity an example of preat beauty in demonstra- 
liiiii uf liou well ;i iiiiin may fill his station in life. 

him that was not jrlorified 



■ kin.Ily i 
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t, the reeord of 
ly. II,. was till' .mb.-diiiient of a <: 
and iineiiinpi-oniisiiiL' rectitude. Tli 
a brave soldier, a fearless ehanip 
teacher, a moralist, a worthy man. 

Again let os say that now the end has come, i 
we gaze upon his perishing form: "Here sleeps 



kind chari- 
inpr radiance 
'orld has lost 
of truth, a 



Knp 



AB0T7T THE BEUET IN GOD. 

c-;-;iMi: II dislii'lief in a personal Qod as a 



thi: 



iu'lltv 



Krcthuiker IS v..ry rr,.,|u,.ntly aske.l if, on th( 
contrary, natni-e produced ilie luiiverse by a men 
accident, the result of blind chance.' For >('ar: 
the arijument has been useil ellVetively ami 'wh^'i 
the big mule in the pulj)it brayed thiisly all tin 
the little bun-os in the pews flapped their ears it 
hearty approbation. 

Taking it up for discussion we might state at tin 



This letter is .similar to others we have received 
on the same subject and we feel that it is but right 
lay that we have no wish or desire to increase 



the cost of the Blade to ii 

a year. True it i 
amount of labor ; 
such .M-aper as 



y more than one dollar 
<um compared with the 
ial required to produce 
On the other hand n 



.■ir.'ulatioti an. I fer the sa 
would rather h.ne ihc |J!ad> 
at one dollar a year than b. 

doll.-irs a year. Either would put the paper on a 
paying basis, remove the gaunt wolf of want from 
the front door of the editor but the ten thousand 
readers would prove iriore benefieial to the eaose 
than the smalii^r nnmber. Another thing, if thoae 
who are now delin<iuent wi>uld but pay what they 
owe, we could be placed on a much easier path. 
• • • • 
LUOKT E80An FOB IBB mrATE. 

It is ex-1 



ii'iit ti) a larprer iis sacred sweetness, 
i.iin- ..'ond we 
i\- ten thousai3<l 
thousand at two 



harl I lie 



lely fortunate that the United States 
in airreeing upon a railroad rate bill, 
ntest between the rival political fac- 
o'ii much warmer and been drawn out 
mer, some very strenuoiis changes in the 
uld probably have been rendered neces- 
sary. 

Just tfl'the tele<rraph wires had tlnslmd over the 
iountry the information that the senate had reach- 



parent forced upon them by the conduct of another, 
while he pjrntifies bis desires in the afTeetions of 
another. Love is the essence of a savnjre melody 
that beats within the blood, it may differ in degree, 
but never in kind. 

What the Blade pleads for, and what it will con- 
tinue to plead for, is the perpetuity of the home, 
Around the fireside sits all 
ihai is glorious of the race. Break down the bar- 
riers of men"s lust, confer upon them freedom of 
desuv. the full gralitication of appetite, and the 
home is destroyed. Kasiiimialjlc lioardinf,' houses 
rise up to take its place and maiikuid wHl never 
be found to show the .same interest and pride for 
them aa for the home. 

Bnt^ aays one of our critics, "No free love in 
mine," whieh is eommendable, to say the least, but 
remove the bridle of restraint and the matron 
opens up a flirtation with the bachelor, which will 
end in woe and the maid appropriates the married 
man. This may be a result of that mild "yearning 
of soul to soul." but if it be Tb» Bladft hm 
noi iiecu so able to understand it, whieh maj h% ft 
misfortune in disgmse. 

What of the reaolta that foUows in Gorky's' 
trail r Haa 1m ooiferTad upon his new love an honor 
by having her denied admission with him to pnblie 
hostelriesT True, indeed, many of those who 0 



ict that the 



naturi' 



di .';onl.i, 
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demu may be practicing in secret, successfully bid- 
, , . , , ''!!=' their sins, far worse than what they complain 

agreement, the lila.le wh.s preparing a new ^f in Gorky. But these wrongs do not excuse an- 
other wrong. .Modern .•ivili/.atiou bus vastly im- 
proved upon the I'ouipciau ■ hou.ses of joy" and 
once their return us a social sanction comes upon 
us, moral decadence begins. 

It is not the fault of the Blade, or its editor, that 
the chiuch canons in Russia forbid divorce, or that 
the right of giving and taking away in marriage ia 
vested solely in the ecclesiastical authoritiea. Soah 
IS not the case in America, a nation of homes, built 
upon womanly honor and maidy continence. The 
vomaii IS life's holiest per- 
is bey..iid Llie pah; of sava- 
gery has it not, there is something radically wrong 



let of rules for that august assemblage. As a mat- 
ter of fact those rules accredited to the old Mar- 
i\nh of Queensberry would have l)een eminently 
appropri;ite for the situation was too full of possi- 
idiiiies I, II- a knoekiuit to be entirely rea.ssuring to 
tile friemis i.f seemliness and pence. On the other 
hand the London prize rim: rules alford too nnieh 
of a latitude to be effective in thi' senate. 

(■oui)led with the sujisrestiiui offered them mi<rlit 
also have been a rule requiring the honorable sen- ^ 
ators to give up their giuis at the door. This would ' friendship "of " a 
have helped to restore public confidence to some t fume, and if 
i xtent. For a time it seemed reasonably certain ' 
■ of tile L;rntlemen stood a fair chance of be- 
■d a li.ir and then would follow the tempta- 
lak.' a shot at the allegator. Had it so hap- 
hai ihe i,„,st aiiuusi body in the world had 
I Itself into a rouiih house the least the hon- 
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Merit brings due reward.' 

• • • • • 

Fiah blood makes many a saint 

Thoogh yoa meet defeat fight ever on and on. 

The ahortest route to the heart of the average 
preaeher ia through his pocket-book. 

• • • • 

To hitai who has learned the eOnbination grey 
hairs are not time locks on a woman 'a love and 

aflFection. 

• • • • • 

It mi..,'ht be, and who knows, but what it was a 

yarter snake that coiled aruuiul a young lady's 
limb in one of N'ew York's salvation army meet- 
ings/ 

And now the word comes that a • ' iiro|)erly " 
miracle is being arranged lor Kli.jah Douie by 
which he will restore a crijjph to health, but that 
rumbling sound in Zion is the mob getting ready 
to do a little "laying on of hands" on its own ac- 
count. 

• • • • • 

ns that in olden tinu's the 
ven f(u- earths p.iins, .)eiug 
daui:hters of men. and nf- 
of this celestial literature 
r thai the whoh- heavenly 
Lucifer 



3 pi 
onditions and 
to tlu- hi-hest exei ilence, healthy and happy men 
and women. That she has failed in many respects 
in lie' ac. niiiplishment of this purpoao js due to thil 
i-ici that sii,- lias been seriously interfered with am} 
letiirtled iu her effort. 

This being Nature's purpoale, then the Free- 
thinker is jnsttified in his preferment of Nature 
as against God. To produce the best can have n«i 
higher or >rrander purpose. Were there no dis- 
liirbitii,' element in human society no other result, 
than that siiu'ur,.ste<l. could be possible. 

Hut. says the Christian apolo-ist, if Xatnie has a 
piU-|M>se it must be controlled by some inteli-ent 
airent and that a;_'ent must be (iod. Stop! There 
is a purpose in the mighty waves of old ocean, but 
il' they are controlled by some intelligent agent, 
then that agent must be in full power and author- 
ity over them, and if this is true, then that intelli- 
wholly responsible for the awful dis- 



lanily that I 



.Mai 



followed in the wak 
can manufacture and 

eetrie current and he 
o prevent injury to 
,1,'ent 



control the din 
mankind. Does this intd 

control the direction of the lightning's fearful 
sweep leaving wholesale destruction behind itt 
If yes, then that intelligent agent must be a fiend 
of monstrous mien and has less feeling for human 

suffering than mortal man. To antagonize Na- 
ture's supreme law by restrictini; individual lib- 
id is now the work of the 



■hureh and this 



1 and sutfer- 



•^v.ke ever\- 



exeeptriTifould havrraSTr^ii^- m uie eusfelSi the 
president of the senate. If that otiieer were duly 
armed, he might have been able to intervene at a 
critical stage and by the sacriflce of one life be the 
means of saving many more. Here would be the 
danger, h9wever, that Mr, Fairbanks might not be 
a very good shot althou-h he is credited with being 
the best siui.de handed 1, a.h r of a class in Sunday 
School iu .Marion Comiiy, hid. 

If the seat of the pr, Mdin- oflicer in the senate 
were oecu|)ied by Mr. h'oosev.'lt, the public could 
experien.'e ,i feelinir »( relief and ..•oulidence that 
every man would gi.>t a fair show, even if he reeeiv- 
' d it « li( ri the mountain lion got it, abaft the ear, | 
umi a little way down towarda the heart Fortun- 
actely the dant'er is past and we will not have to 
watch for the returns from the senatorial arena 
fuid hope for the be.t. 

GORKY VS. GORKYISM. 

Thriee h.is the editor of the Blade been taken to 
dv because of the strictures indulged in anent 
' marital relations of .Maxim d'orky. Thriee 
ve we been informed that we are sadlv in errop 
thus assailing a custom of tlevils born", unnund- 
ful of the fact that we condemn the systeui not the 
in. 

The Blade has no personal quarrel with the Rus- 
sian revolutionary leader, nor does it oppose the 
whieh he labors. On the contrary the 



• that both 
rom within 
wishes all 



with I 

The Blade has previously argued that religion 
has nothing to.do with marriage, that it ia merely 
a civil coqtraoibom of human rt'atiyai, rH i that 



disbelief i 
liat if he b 



The scriptures a.ssur 
angels relinc|nished In' 
tempted thereto by tin 
ter a careful perusal 
we are prone to worn I 
hierarchy did not foil 
full leave to return wheiu-e he liked. 

• • • • • 

It kaa baen raggested that if left alone pnblie 

opinion can be depended upon to correct the evils 
that flow from the irrideseent dreams of the 
preachers and politicians. In the opinion of the 
Blade this is a far irreater dream in itself for the 
luiblic, .-IS is well pr..v. n. will stand for almost any- 
thinir, reli'jious or iiolitical. so loni; .as ifs rc|ici,nis 
thes.'s and politi,.al conl'essi.ins of f.dth nr.' permit- 
ted to remain undisturbed. Public opinion is tooj 
ahaky and unatable to be trusted far out of eight 



Ihe very fact ,,f the Fnet hiuk( 
iod aris.'s. ehieily, f.-,,iii ,inotlier fa 
in intelligent a-^ent, .'oni rolin-. dii 
'rning the afVaws of m.-.n, he is unable to alter, 
iuspend, modify, or change, one solitary natural 
law in the universe, and in the demonstration of 
this liea the triumph of science over superstition, 
• • • • • 
Every man shoidd be privileged to exercise his 
brains without bein^ placed under a religious, so- 
cial or political l)an ; to speak and write his honest 
thoughts without bein-.' compelled to pay a penalty, 
for it is only whi're there is freed, ,ni of thought 
if those tlioujrhts that progress is 
The first thing to do is to take 
riean politics and bas,. .d! sc-ulir' 



all po.s 
ud out . 



i-ht pe 



;ingerai't and priest 
the realm thereof I 
the possible success 

the Czar's domains and would rai.se its voice in 
i)rotest against any injustice that might be perpe- 
trated, or sought to be perpetrated upon any of the 
revolutionary advocates. But this is not the ques- 
tion at issue, as will be inferred from our later ut- 
terances on the subject. The editor of the Blade is 
fully able to realize th.it the very history of human- 
ity is woven in the inf. nial woof of passion. It is 
not that man should yield blind obedience to cruel 
precept but the Helen of Troy episode whieh caus- 
ed the temples of Iliou to blaze with an all eonsum- w 
ing fire, and the deep laid plots of cruel Egypt who I w 
lured the Roman warrior to ruin, the Sapphos of 
modern times, whieh cause the brute passion to run 
•iot in the blood, are but recurring epitomes of the 

, ■' i',v s.ime curse that Maxim Qorkv haa aact nnAn 

laws upon human necess.fy. This would be Just to „„. l{,,ssian revolut ionarv partv by brS^i^it 
all alike, orthod...K and heterodox. Christianity has ,i,„„st eonten.pt in Anmrie.-i * ™8>°fir «to 
h--^ unable to gam any permanent good from students uf I'lato nutv lind nun b ,n bis nhib.so 



peraeeution. 

• • • • • 

While on this subject it woul^ not be 
11 fer, briefly, to a eommunieation from one of our 
snbscribei-s, which appears- in this week's letter 
box. suirve<tin._' that the prito of subscription to 
Ihe Hl.nie oiiLht to be inereased. We are pleased 
Mi ll f stiiiionials to the literary value 
<tf tlie Blade as they are certain indicationa of a 
wide-q>read satiafaotion with our efforta as editw. 



It ..ot enough to plead " custom) '^l^"^5e'SiS5~~"' 
plea woiihi justify the savage in stealing the wift 
uf another at'teli- knocking her nrniaslaw with • elobk 
or a Mormon elder in hia pnosnasimi of a ^^tftplj- 
eity of concubine^ called "wivea" through "ena- 
torn." 

True, our present marriage customs are fur from 
perfection, but even as they exist, they are better 
than unbridled license, and it is the latter against 
which the Blade declaims. 



DR TORREY WRITES TO tHE BLADE. 

There is no virtue like that of justice and one of 
the fuudaiueutals of Freethought as the Blade con- 
strues It, is to practice full and complete justice to 
friend and foe alike. 

Our readers wiU recall that some lime a.'o we un- 
ilertook to chastise Dr. EmU G, Hirseh, ot"chicago, 
lor utterances anent Infidelity attributed to him by 
the newspaper reports. That chastisement, in 
which we indulged, brought a vigorous denial form 
Or. Un-scli, which we cheerfuly published, weU 
pleased U- correct the error and to put Dr. Uirsch 
belore our readers in the light supi)lied by him- 
selt. It now transpires that we have been guilty of 
I similar fault, namely, relying upon new^MUMT re- 
ports, as concerns the utterances <rf Dr. Torrey up- 
on the San Francisco calamity. 

Among the maU matter received by The Blade 
since the pubUcation of our last issue, is a personal 
letter from Dr. Torrey in which he denies the state- 
ments attributed to him by the newspapers, as 
lioldm- (Old responsible for the dreadful OStatro- 
plie. 1 1 I, .iiicresting to note that in this case the 
reports were totalh the revei'se of what was act- 
ually said, as the personal correefi,,,, „,ade by Dr. 
Torrey will shgw. Or, Torrey asks for a publica- 
tion of lus letter. This reipiest is cheertullv -iven 
for the Blade does not wiah to injure any man no 
matter his profpsdon or calling and consistency' de- 
mamls that no exception be made to tliis rule. 
Having occupied the editor's tripod for a faw 
Weeks only, we realize that we have yet moeh to 
learn, but we have our notions about the ri^t and 
on this mundane sphere and theae 
1 liesitate to express when the 00- 
easion demands it. The newspap.T (dippings con- 
laming the report ot Dr. Torrey s alleg.'d utter- 
ances were sent to us, preaunuibly for editorial 
comment, and we did comment That our comment 
hit the mark for which it was intended is evidenced 
' c reverend gentleman's reply to us. The 



.shall I 



spring, yet must that offspring be the fruition of _ 
love that is not an idle dream. No man, except 
he be possessed of a heart of stone, can voluntarily 
relinquish the loving company of bis child, satisfy 
hia conacieuee by the payment of a few ddllar^ 
leave them to the doabtfol proteetkm ol a lM«r 



ticism we olt'ered. 

However, the Blade does nr 
man, preacher or laity, to ace 
communication of Dr. Torre \ 



(Omtuiwd^llMga lour. 



iiemi [o allow any 
it of in,justice, the 
is here given in full 



THE HIGHER 
CRITICISM 



Brilliant TreatiM on the Application 
Of Scientific Doductions and Cor- 
rtlationa aa Appllad to Bibliology. 



INMlRt tr «M TM* OifllM. 



(By THADUEUS U WAKEMAN.) 

The foUuwing was orU;inally pubUsb- 
•d Ib the Freethinkers' Maoasineb tea 
ymn «•<> and ia raprodnoMl beoi 



What la "The Hlffher CriUclam?" 
It U liinply the turning of the tele- 
scope of the law of evolution upon the 
Bible-book* and ancient literatures Just 
aa Qallleo turned his teleeoope 
the stars. The results are astonishing 
and in umny respects similar. There 
ia, ia tlM lint place, a total rereraion 
oC Um oM bMMik. tto* MB BBtf 
itan BD loasw u« b«U«r«d to mmn 
about the oarth. becaaa* th« rotatloa 
of the earth explains that illualon to 
the eye, so these strange and sacred 
literatures of a supposed supernatural 
world aboTa as. are found to be the 
■■twal parte aad NwiUa of the aooial 
•Bd Utrtodoal •TOloUon of maaidnd on 
«Brth. W« kava, as a 
la tlMMOoad plaoe, 

literatures, 
po«B« tbey are in the Imacinatlve and 



tka kMorjr ot past eras. Woaderful 
POMBS iMgr ar* ia. the imaclnatlTe and 
— WlwrHlc atacea of efrolutloa. bat we 
r «C a fMrrCul aad Mai anar 



The Bible-books to begin with, had 



ehroeistlc survlyals of the low "group" 

stages of social evolution which ap- 
pear in tlio Uiblo, and for wliioli the 
unscleniilit use of it by the clergy is 
clearly rtsponslble. They are survlv- 



Reflectlons like the above tare been 
prusaed upon the consideration of oyo- 
lutionlsts by the substantial repetition 
to-day among barbarous peoples ot the 
Bible stages essential to every tribal 
atonement, with its Messiah, etc. We 
have this chapter of old history caus- 
ing the war of Mehdi, in tli*^ Soudan of 
Africa; also the Mi'ssiah dai 
among our Bioiu Indiana, ending up 
witk tp^ajr'i report •< the aanr Ckrtat 
ia MaKloob asd w to tko ead «( tiMt 
stage ot evolulon, wherever it ooenra. 

In The Popular Science Monthly of 
November and December, 1889 two re- 
marl<Bb1e articles appeared, giving a 
detailed account ot the Indian and the 
Bible stages of aenii-civillzation, show- 
ing llieir subiitantial agroemeni. Siini- 
iar articles tiavu become not unfre- 
quent In scientific Joumala and news- 



to be hUtu<y 
aad are o( a Terjr val«ae, dlveniided 
and Intereetlac dMUaotar. But these 

books were pot tocothor as a compos- 1 

iiu bm.k by tke CoaneU of Nic < \ d. 

composer of the "Bible." It then bo- 
oaaie a true triparttto poeai with the 
ArlBtotlean reaalrement we have not- 
ed. These books thne placed helped to 
originate and so represented a state 
of mind known Anally aa QreeK and 
liatln Christianity, with lU Papacy, 
and Its Anally its Protestantism, with 
their Dunle, and Milton, who In thi'lr 



[ 11(1. 



cuiplot 



la that tacnlty of mind by whidi we 
know why to dO and when to do, while | 

justice Is that moral faculty which 
prompts conscientious action, and 
I ho union of the throo was called i.ovc 
slnco they (.-nablc man by just action 
to express bis love for his fellow Ix 
Inga. "liOTe thy neislibor as thyself. " 
I J<rfiB It «. 16." Ood ia love." I. Coi 
ill. 16, "Know TO aot that ye are the 
temple ot Ood aad that the Spirit of 
Ood dwelleth ta your (Tke smitlment 
of love tier InteUeot. a«noa and Jus 
tlce). 

MlnnoapoHs, Minn, May IB. 190C. 



monly reported among the Jews nntil 
this day. Both statements referring 

lo a long period of time. 

And lliiit p eriod of lliiir was after 



of £ 



repweet a atate of oBKm now oaly 
known In sodology aa trtbal barbar- 
ism, has become popularised and Is | 
too well known to be longer safely 
or honestly questioned. 

The Intelligent clergy have, there- 
fore, ao altanutlTO bat to tall into 
line with tha •%ich«r eriUotom, ' and 
stand the persecution ot the lower crl- 
ttcUm and of their more ignorant or 
bigoted brethren. Of such men, who 
are trying to save the church by a 
revision ot its views of the Bible, the 
Rev. C. A. Brlggs, D. D., Professor of 
Bible Exegesis in the Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary, New York City, ia the 
principal leader among the Presbyter- 
lana. The Oeaecal Aaiemhly <a that 
body. BOW about to meet in PofUand, 
Oregon will probably leave him aa his 
seminary outalde of their fold, 



their growth In the tribal stage of the other seminaries and intelligent and 
evolution of our race, and are concern- 1 honest clergymen are likely to ful- 
ed about the necessities, poUtica, mor- low. Protestantism is trying to live 
al% loiesinatlona and heavens ot aomo on "The Bible of today." 
Behrew aad Greek trlbea sobm S,(WV These evenU are among the most 
or 6,000 years ago. We dad there, as hetptul of our time, for the people 
we should expect, much tribal tradi- cannot be emancipated from their sub- 
tion, nnrellable as history, beoauae Jectloa to a barbarous antiquity except 
wvirked over by the feellncB aad ima- by tho ooorace ot their ptoCeaaed reli- 
glnation, and often transmuted into gious teachers. What Luther did 
the remarkable noetry which is a char- against the superstition about "the 
acteristic of tlie tribal stage; for in- 1 church" they must do against the 
stance, in tie 'elixiuence" and tradi- equally unforlunae superstition about 
tions of our North and South Amerl- "the Bible". It is not probable that 
can Indian tribes, or the litasatoroa ottBBr direct Lll)eral assistance or en- j 
the Hindw of the Arabian *^*>^ j r^Wjj f*'"'""^ '"^ °' "'^ ' 



and devotion, triumph and despair, 
■nat mlddio ace a( the Christiaa pa- 

er aad VirgU and the Nlebeluncaa 

Lied, and which heroic age is summed 
up in them. 

The Christianity of these Bible- 
books, with its Dante and Milton, has 
now been succeeded by the modern 
scienlirtc era of Sliakespearo, Voltaire 
and Goethe. Thus these nine great 
epoch-making poems and poeta should 
bo prlaod as the eoBdeaaed ■vminary 
cC tho prograea U BWBMad, Thoy 
should be In every Liberal library, for 
I hey embody the living soul of the 
liieai epochs of the race, and conae- 
(luenllj, as e\oIuliou proves, of OUr in- 
dividual culture. Every Individual 
grows through these great historic 
stages, and completed modem culture 
embodies and harmonizes them alL 
We are founded (1) upon the heroism 
of Homer, Virgil, and the Nlebtfun- 
gen; (2) upon the BlMe-booka Dante 
and Milton, with their holy, devotional 
sacrifice; then (3) upon the scientific 
human co-operation of Shakespeare, 
Voltaire and Goethe, which combines 
and completes the two prior stages 
Into the higher nobleness and utility 
ot our era of progress. Every modern 
"Noble Han" of Goethe is thus seen to 
rest evolutionally upon the devotion 
to duty of the Saint of Dante. But 
below that, and fundamental to all, is 
found the versatile courago of the 
Homeric Hero. 

As the heroic age of Polj theism, led 
up to the saiut, so the devotional 
Christian cultures are followed by the 
modern era of solantiflc human coop- 
eration. What oaa aaeh fuU-growa In- 
dividual now be bat the epitome of 
theee? There ia far more meaning 
in this queation than we are apt to 
think; for, as biologists show. as. for 
instance, in "Haeckel's Evolution <it 
.Man," that our bodies are the result oil 
the stages of growth of the animal llfo 
m earth — all of which are represented 



TWO PERSONS 

IIAMEIJESUS 



Reply to •Mean Poak^ Rooent Article 



(By E. LHWiS). 



, SiTtMUe ooa- 



ed "Jesus ' according to itiattbew and 

l..UhLe, each glMng a UiUerelil geuec 

iTom David di>\wi ju Ciii..-i, ... 
Jesus, called ihe Lhriai. .tiallhuM 
oiivi generatlonb, while Luke gives 
ii generaUuns, making 486 years dii- 
I'erence in Lime, tn>m David to Jesus 
(1 will refer to thia latter). 

Matthew's 1 chap IV verse says: 
Now the binh o< jeaus was on th.b 
wise: When bis mother Mary was «s- 
pi-usid lo jubeph, before they cuiu, 
u.i,ether, Bae was found lo be with 
cUiiU ot the Holy Uhuut. 

Luke, in his letter to Theophilus 
lakes up the Uuly Ghoat story aad 
runs U to lU limit, giving the suppoa- 
ed oonaection between the angel call- 
ed the Moly Ghost and Mary, and 
between Mary and Ulixabetb, her cous- 
in. Here Matthew and Luke agree, 
jiue LuKe I chapter. 

Matthew in the I'lith chapter on ac- 



ap<i.si 



tlliew 



uries before either of 
the books bearing their names were 
written. So wltli all the other books 
of the New Testament. All of the 
b(M>kg are really dateless and name- 
iesH, simply a Mot Qraea (ablea, writ 
ten by no one kaowa wiom. 

in regard to the two geneologles, it 
IS iiniKjssiblc for both to be true, and 
ihal lai l eumlt iiins liulli. 

The ciiiidilioiis nl iho people is suffi- 
cient evidence that they knew nothing 
about only that it waa tiadl 
amongst a peopto that had ao lltat*- 
ture, not me in a thooaaad eonld i 
a vrord. they were a nation of de- 
baunched bloodthirsty melanders. 
Rven to-day. with all ot our literature 
a story not founded in hlatory is not 
worth the reciting— the wriiters at 
.Matthew and Luke, wrote the com- 
mon talks of superstitious ignorance. 

It is astonishing in this day ot genor 
al edoaatloa aad abnndaat litorature, 
that peopto wlU hold to that book aa 
true, if we only understood It. Aad to- 
da\' it Is Jufit aa far from being tinder- 
-t<'od by Christians as it was 1600 
xai's ago. Infidels are beginning to 
understand It 



God Almighty Knocka Hell Out 
Frisco, and The Town la Full of 
Good Actors. 



The editor of The Btade has a perfect 
right to oonfOnn to any rigid rule that 
may suit his taste and inciinaiion, but 

he has no right lo sel the pace for any 
Mlier niau or uoiiKiii. i do nut want 

else desires to Indulge in its seduc- 
tions, 1 shaU not Interfere in any way 
with them. I have been aa ooataat aa 

it is possible for any man to be and 
have earned the right to snub my 
loose neighbors, if my conduct confers 
the right, but 1 do not think any worse 
uf any one whom nature overcomes, 
iheie are situations that I could not 
havt) escaped from and in Joseph's 
lilace, i would probably have escaped 
the diauoe and interpret Pharaoh's 



dub, 



; the 




I Is the "unpard* 

because It is a sin against 
time. It is now committed l«r 
trugrade clergy who still 



th» Jiaaaat. 
be^ BtSp 



ha trtbal reUgioB aad moraUljr at t^ 
thousand years ago. Just as It 
mere should insist upon running their 
Observatories upon the astronomy ot 
old Ptolemy! Yet, practically, that is 
Just what they are doing. 

Hoiw abaurd it would be if thia ana- 
chronic method should be ftdlowed as 



steam plow; or the manufacturer upon 
the old hand spinning Instead Of the 
modem factory; or the lawyer upon 
the laws and theocracies and govenir 
ments of those times that were — 
where would modern civilization and 
republicanism be? The law of evolution 

aad wiMmb at aiaaklBd have bMo^- 



gy and the cfanrcbes have insiatad up- 
on making the modem world live un- 
der ancient — very ancient — Instead of 
modern religion and morality. 

This has been done, by the help ot 
the Bible, to such an extent that It Is 
hard tor a lari» part of the people to 
evaB Imagiaa what a modem religion 
■Bd BioraUty would be. They even 
daagr that soeh words have any mod- 
oiB nteanlng at all. FDr they bave 
ao Qooiceptlon or explanation of the 
world, except as the creation and 
idaying of a lot of superannuated 
spooks. When the light of modem 
science and evolution strikes them. 



tko oft-qaated prtMaara at a dark 
^■■MB beCors the sunshine. Hiey 
fteM ao eyea tor a modem, social, hu- 
■PMk OeientlflC rcligiun, and, theref.jre. 
Va iMve a very distressing crop of 
Anarchists trying to repudiate and 
destroy modern civilization. 

For what is Anarchy except the at- 
tempt of theological metaphysicians to 
realise the Bible theocracy in the mod- 
ara vorid by each one playing the p«t 
eC arOod who ia the echo ot hUnsattT 
TfeBi 



great value In the history of human 
thought, and especially in the progress 
of Uberalism. It is by them that at- 
tention of the masses of the people 
can be held to the true nature and 
poaMlon of the Btbla-boka in the line 
ot hMortaal aad aaaial OTolntlon. Con- 
•equoaUy Liberal edHerSt teachers 
and lectures are now especially call- 
ed upon to carry forward this "higher 
criticism" till it may become, as it 
should be, tho highest criticism pos- 
sible in our time, and make its results 
generaly known to the people. 

For Uberals. as well as the Chris- 
Uaaa and Jews, need to understand 
the Bible in a higher sense, and under 
a more kclentinc method thaa they 
hitherto doae. When, as a conaeqneaoe 
Christians cease to force "the Bible" 
upon ue in our schools and In the 
courts, and elsewhere, as a supemat- 
ural fetish; when we no longer have it 
!, history, rell 
will lake Us 
^pper plaaa la tha history of our race, 
and the harsh Liberal oriudsni and 
travesties of it, now juatiflable will 
cease. Like the old fabulous literature 
of Greece and Home, it will become 
a rema kable p at with lU Hebrew 
beginning. Its .niddle, known to us as 
the Aptcrypha,, and the Nrv Testa- 
ment as its enrf; ^''t s following the 
rule of Aristotle, that all g'^at poems 
should have their beginning, middle 
and end. The Protestaota are guilty 
of mutilating the Bible by taking out 
the middle— the Apocrypha— without 
which the whole series of Bible-b<)<jk.s 
is utterly unintelligible. 

This was done by the American and 
English Bible Science in 1821. That 
waa a wrong and a fraud unparelleled 
in the history of llteratura How 
any hcmest man could call the book 
since then palmed olf by those socie- 
ties "The Bible" 
standing. When you get a copy of the 
Bible be sure that it has the Apocry- 
pha, and remember that the. "First 
Book of Maccabees," standing half- 
way between the Old and New TesU- 
mat. la tho hMortoti Uv to both, 
■at that rableot la too taaiptlng and 
extensive to enter upon now. We can 
on this topic now only refer to Mr. 
Chadwick s "Bible of Today," to Kel- 
so's Bible Analyzed," and especially 
to Bronson C. Heeler's "Short History 
of Bible, " and to the articles on Bi- 
ble topics which I'rof. A. L. Rawson 
and myself have hitherto contributed 
to tho Freethinkers' MacMlae. 
JM na otoaa by • word about the 




lildhood to old ag. 
fact is the life-giving thought to every 
scientific system of education. It 
proves at once that (1) Homer (2) the 
Biblla. and (3) Shakeapeare are parU 
of one greatest poem, the poem of 
Humanity, civlas la that order the be- 
ginning, middle aad aad ot all hninaa 
history and culture, leading up to our 
modem era, now best represented by 
Goethe. But let no one mistake that 
because Homer and the Bible-books 
represent the lower strata of past so- 
doiogy. that they should be made the 
of the pres- 
fbundatloos 
of the iwesent thoy are useful and 
most Interesting studla% but utterly 
out of place as anbatltatea for ovr 
modem world. Tha 
as well aa 
must combiaa to taach thia leasoa. to 
our Tbeologlana. jWd, if 
Liberals. 



before. While Luke 
ter, gives a simitar aooount oC the 
*ame persou caiieu Jesus. Here Mat- 
thew and Luke are together again. 

.Matthew in the 27 chapter gives 
an actouul uf the delivery ot JebU.s to 
Pilot, but Piiul would iwL eoudeiiui 
him and waslieu his bauds of any 
stains In the matter, but the people de 
manded Jesus and got him. 
l/Uke aSrd chapter, says Pilot 
crucifled. 

ike are togeth- 
er again on the same Jesus. 

Matthew 27 th chapter, and Luke 
2.',rd chapter are together on the cru- 
cilixioii. Tt)ey are also together on 

Matthew says not one word about 
the resurrection, hut olosaa tho S8tb 



L aen.j 



The following communication from 
an old friend, M. Grler Kidder, wlU be 
read with groat lottsreat b]| BlMo 
readers, as ahowloc that ho mooeoa- 

fttlly esciwed the wrath of Jehovah 

and though somewhat bleeding in the 
Frisco earthquake, he is still in the 
living ring. 

Ujl Oak Street, San Francisco, May 
i5, li)UG— It pleases our Heavenly Fath- 
iT on the 18th of April last, to knook 
hell out of this town. First came the 
earthquake that kUled about 6,000 peo. 
pie, at least. Then the Are appear- 
ed and three-fourth* of the houses 
the earthquake spared disappeared, 
rhe shock came about 5.15 A. M., and 
with one accord, every body levanted 
lor the street. I knew 1 had always 
been active on my feet, but I 
agined that I cciuid shift my 
llUle 



down as the Lion and Lamb are destin- 
ed to and let a little child lead them. 
t>al)e'.' Uiily those will conlurm tu le 

Sire. Whether any two men have 
the right lu say to a third: Thou 
shall live according to our wish or nut 
at all," Is, to my mind, a question thn* 
1 should vote against, if we can have 
a marrlaga relation by common con- 
sent. aU right If we are going to 
create a situation that makes a money 
out of an act that is not wrong, we aie 
onl,\ building trouble. ArliticiaiiLy can 
never master the natural either In 
man or beast. I do not like the idea ot 
your trying to laad out ot tho xealm 
ot freethonght. tfeoao who have decid 
ed upon such matters. I oondenui no 
man or woman for following honest 
trend of thought or action. The ouly 
thing In The New Teatauicnt that 
seem* to transcend human ideals Is 
where Christ said to the woman: "Go 
I and sin no more: " That the Christian 
skips this divine note shows Uiat the 
Christian of tcday is superior ta Jbiist 
in molality In his mind. Fresthought 



It ii 



for 



the Blade to advocate free love nor to 

denounce it eiihe:\ F;eelove. like free- 
thought, is u UMiultiou luj not u 
theory. ' i.ei mural. iy take cara of .1- 
self. Fo.,leui.ig it, will not aid it. No 
two means tu.<c llie same vi- w if a 
moral issuf;.— JJt.N !■'. CLAKKE. 



VIT08C0PE PICTURE* 




THE SON O FOOD. 



(By MMAK J. POCK.) 
With the anderatanaug that 

word God means Guide. Jesus, Justice, 
and thai the Bible Is a history of poli- 
iie4il and ecclesiastical ruling of na- 
[ions, 1 will add that the original book, 
ihe fouudalioa of the present one 
was an allegory, written for the In- 
struction of youth, in which the men- 
tal, moral and physical forces lo Na^ 
tore w«ro gtvaa aaiMO aattod to dialr 
relatloaa to oBo aaothar aad to mail. 
Thoae forces were called man's natural 
Guides or Gods, and tho writer told 
his readers that Uj bo controlled by 
those natural Gods ur Guides would 
enable man to express those senti- 
menU which alooo oould make haavea 
on earth. Ia Bob. zt wo read-ot the 
Gods ot patloaoo aad eo a ael atloii, hope, 
and peace (all good Oaidaa), bat in tho 
allegory the three prlnelpal Ooda or 
Guidoa were Intellect, the masouMne 
element of mind, Reason, t^ie feminine 
element of mlml. (Goddess of heaven 
Old TesUmenli, and Justice, the re- 
sult ot the union uf the two as equals, 
aad oaUed their child. The three 
oattod tho HMy Trtalty. BOfyMr 



laenlty oC oUad by wMok wo Ip 
what to do aad how to d^ 



teach all natloos. baptising tkem In 
the name of the father and of the son 
and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever 1 
have commanded you; and lo I am 
with you always, even unto the end ot 
the world. Amen." 

But Luke says, chapter 24, verse 61. 
that he ascended up to 
would naturally 
with 

Luke, the writer of the 9th chapter of 
the Acts of the Apostles has the same 
.lesus ot .Nazareih on hand at I'aul's 
eonveis.un, ijiii il is ihe same individ- 
ual Jesus.. 1 have found no evidence 
that Matthew and Luke wore talking 
of eopara t o perwNMi aallad Joans, each 
followed tho oao poraoB to tho resur- 
rection. 

The fact that Jeaoa tho CShrlat. sev- 
eral times spoke ot hlaaaalt aa the son 

of man, is no evidence that he was a 
diiferent Jesus from the Jesus who 
was crucified. 

Now to reDuru lo .Matthew au*i 
Luke. Neither one is authority on any 
statement hey have ntade. 

Neither Matthew Inir Loko waa wtlt- 
ten uutU aftOT 881 yean after Christ, 
the evidence lies in this. The Trinity 
was no formed until after that time, 
the Holy Ghost was lacking. 

A counsel of bishops was called, who 
met in Constantinople on January, 381 
after Christ, for the purpose ot form- 
lug the trinity by mixing th^ Holy 
Ghoat with the faths 
tlM7 did not suocead. 
oil waa called to moot in Jerusalem on 
the tenth of June, of the same yviar. 
Composed of fifty bishops, in their de- 
liberation, they succeedtxi lu accom- 
plishing that wonderful feat of making 
the Father, Son and lloly Ghost, the 
trinity, in Matthew, it U called the 



the good Lord.,JtJ^ 

^t out alive, ySjjrouldn- 
it and say, 'I woon't scared, 
from what I hear, I am inclined to 
think that I am the only one that eith- 
er made that promise or kept it if 
made. 1 have made H my mission to 
ask every man I meet if his nerves 
stood the strain and have yet to find 
even one that owns to tho propelling 
power ot fear. Saa rraaoiaeo must be 
a city of actors. 

Like Paul, "Thrice have 1 suffored 
shipwreck, after the mawnnr of men, 
have I fought with SoeialisU, etc , bui 
this 'Ukes the cake.' " Over 460 blocks, 
equal to 2C miles in era, have done last 
all semblance ot city and resembles a 
vast cemetery. The military has con- 
trol, the destitute are fed from relief 



Will Be Taken of i 

Scenery Along the Queen A Cres- 
cent Route. 

On Tuesday, .May liud, the Selig 
i'jlyseiipe Cuiupany of Chicago will 
ig pictures ot all territory 
along tho Queen & Crescent Route, -if 

'M. m iDiiow. 

"0249 wiioV 




fled with the sUte of affairs. I hope 

there never will be a drop of liquor 
snld iiKain in this city, but of 
i I hat is i(K) Kuod lo expect. 
I Almost every Catholic Church was 
I burnt and that is another result ot our 
iroubies ihat helps US to think earth- 
(jiiakes and flres are not so bad, after 
all. But alKiut 160,000 people are left 
here and the present depression is 
very pronounced. Bvery body has 
enough to eat, but several Kentuck- 



ve died ot thirst 



e had 11 



Hlai 



e the 




quake and 1 am afraid few papers are 
passing the mails. I hope you and 
your famUy are well and Mr. Moore's 
alao. Good Bye, 

Your Shaohod Friend, 

M. OBW KIDDKR. 



see. So It is a 
have written of 
after the tenth 

era, because it 



three heavenly will 
fact, that no one co 
the Holy Ghost un 
of June 381, ot oi 
did not exist. 

Matthew 27, 7-8, in speaking of the 
thirty pieces of silver that Judas got. 
says: "And they took council and 
bought with them, the potters field, to 
bury strangers in. 



da/. Boa 




LIBBRTY AND LIOBNSB. 

BMltor Blue Gmss Blade— I think 
that you fall to grasp the Guiky situa- 
tion fairly. You say that when in 
Rome one must do as the Romans do 
and then try and ntaka aa invidious 
dlatlnetlon hotwooe tha prasent Mrs. 
Gorky aad thoae divorced and remar 
rled ooaptao la America. Mr. Gorky 
and tho flrat Wtta mutualy agreed to 
separate and tho Bnssian church btiing 
the sole diapeaaor of divorce in Rus- 
sia says to them, "thou shalt not be 
divorced." Aooordlng to Ruaaian Peas- 
ant custom the Gorkya separated and 
each sought out new mates and this 
constitutas a marriage without the 
church sanction. Why, let me ask, 
should the Russian church have any 
more power to sanction a marriage 
than the cimimon consent of the Rus- 
sian peasantry? There ia absolutely no 
Immorality in it Mrs. Gorky Is as 
mueh tha wtto a< Maxim Oorky, as is 
D has 
They 

waat thiOBSbt aU tha form necessary 
(0 aoaatltato dtvoroo and marriage. 



A Good 
to Try 



territory rich In 
undeveloped resources; a territory 
contnining unlimited possibilities for 
agriculture, 
ing, mining i 

last, but not leaat. It la 

The Scenic Roiito 
lorTourlatoe , 

The Frisco System now otters the 
traveling public exuellent service snd 
fast time — 

Between St. Louis snd Kansas 
City and points in Missouri, Kansas, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Indian Terri- 
tory, Texas and tne Southwest. 

Between Kansas City and pointa 
iu Tennessee, Alabams, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Florida and tha Southeast. 

Between Binnln(bam aad Mem- 
phis and points in Kansas, Aifcaasas, 
Oklahoms, Indian tefritorjr, Texas 
and the Vest and Southwest. 



Full inrermaaoa aa to nm aad 
rates cheerfully hiralihid i^aB appU* 
catioa to anr rapiyMMMlM «l lha 

Company, or to 



■iaSiiili 




C. N«U with mt tot MMtta period. 

1 also send a two cent sUmp, so that 

nil can srTiil us . ach a postal as rt- 



SigourDej, Iowa. 

. Josopliino K. llcni j , Versailles, ! ( 



■My M.r 



la, that you will aend me lonr postal 
cards, and count one tor the new sub- 
sicriber, 1 am »endiD« out uf the dol- 
lar, and also, that for those cards, I 
uiu sending ouly one dollar. Some- 
what aklti to ibu iDitatlment plan, and 
I will ruuiil balaiicu with name of' 
.siUiiioiibers. If ibis plan meets your 
approval, and 1 think you will appre- 
ciate Um fact that I hav* furnished 
quite a Bumber oC sabaorlberB to the 
Blade, heretofore. Pleaae send cards 
at once and I think I will add a few 
new names to your subscription list. 

1 intended ere this to write a con- 
gratulatory letter on the new and 
bralay e.xccllciii style ot ilio lUaUt; and 

Kuatalned in the loss of uur beloved 
editor. But as X and my family are 
Just reooverlnK from a severe seise of 
■Icknew. I am too nervoua to write 
Uttelllslble. 

Suffloe me to ^y that while Moore's 
style was unique and cannot be dupli- 
cated in the whole army of brilliant 
writers, yet our present t'ditor has sail- 
ed into literary fame as a star of ibe 
first iiiaKuitude, ami while we re 
the memory of uur lalo lanieuted 
tor, let us bonor it by "boosting" the 
Blada to the hii^est pinnacle of suc- 
L OOOM. 



Streita 

Jfoaiar, Oregon. 

James E. Hughes. — I have Just re- 
ceived the blade of sixth lust., and 1 

into error aud ibuperstitk.n, i luost 
earnestly coograiulate you fur glviug 
US attoh a high standard of literature. 
Just ke«p battins away, and when you 
have made yout last inning on the 
path of life, your scores will be indeli- 
bly stamped on history's pases to lead 
others Into hl^er and better realms 
of thought and action, than those 
taught by (Christianity or any other re- 
Ugion. 1 wonder where the Christian 
God was wh<'n the late disaster at 
San Francisco occurred. I'erhaps ho 
^ ^yu^yi^.-irrtinp a. jiiangcr in «i)nj<' ter nlT 
planet till another Jesus was born. 
If people would read the book of books 
which Is nature and its paces are al- 
ways opto to tnith aad nnohasgeable 
law. I mj acaln, we read It as sane 
and sensible people — we can see clear- 
ly with one eye shut the falacy and 

it peg two notches lor uiy subscription 
to Blade. Enclosed find Two ($2.00) 
Dollars for the same. Just keep on 
slashing with your Blade. When you 
get thirsty we shall try and give you 
at least a cap ot water to co<rt you. 

With beat wishes lor you and family, 
I am as ever.— R. W. 8IUP80N. 

P. a— Brother Moore. Jr., has my 
alBOsrs sympathy In tho lad event of 
his wito's taUns her last sleep. 

Joplln, Missouri. 
Dear Sir: — Enclosed one dollars for 
'^the Blue Grass Blade to be sent to 



iiM- the made uiiul Juiu- 1.,; u, Jupliii, 
Alu. After deducting for May s Blade 
sent to Joplln. send me the balance of 
one dollar in 0. C. Mooro'i memorial 
book to Joplln, Mo.— OBOROB F 
AVKRILL. 

Ws Appreciate the Wish. 

North Waterloo, .Viaine. 
.\lr. James E. Iliithos please send 
oue duliar s worth of the C t'. .Moore 



i-ciibers to do their duly, and n.ay say 
that however much I may like the 
paper, 1 would not take same from 
>our oflico considoriug your tinanclal 
d.fticulties, unless I could pay for it 
1 don't believe In club plans, the paper 
is eaaUy worth a dollar per year. I am 
pleased to again congratulate you on 
Loe management and hope for better 
limes.- W. (JOOPEK. 

You Are en the List 



Blue Onus BladKr-I sadoss ten 
two cent postage stamps for ona of the 

Memorial Pamphlets of C. C. Moore. 

1 once wrote you concerning Dr. Wil- 
son's Rome Book,Ahat I had sent |2.oO 

lo Morris Sacks, should the Doctor 



•'KANcis ri:ast. 



Hathaway, .Montana. 

>(-iir 'JusL a b.t person^il,' and 1 has- 
ten to reply by sending you two (I2.UU) 
dollars enclosed herewith. Continue 
my time with one half and giTe me 
credit fbr the other halt untU I oan 
Hnd a sobsorlber. I am one ol your 
readers that can see that Ihe Blade is 
Improving.-^ D. MOSmOL 

Of Course Will Take It 

Dennlm, Ohio. 
Mr. James B. Hu^ms.— I notice the 
club names, I sent last July 8th the 

subscription expires June 6th. 
told me that I could send clubs old 
aud new at 50 conU. Roberts. Murray, 
Chaney, Parr and Mrs. May. I don't 
know where the latter is now, what 1 
want to ask, is will you take the 
above four at 5U cents provided I send 
six new names, making even |6.00, I 
iiaven't sesn any of them yet, but 
send the 10 names If you'll accept. 
1 will try to get more than 10 sub- 
scribers, and I'll Uke $1.U0 worth of 
the old Chiefs Memorial for distribu- 
tion, I'll also want 5 copies of the pa- 
per containing your definition of the 
suul. I gave my copy to some one and 
1 don't know who, but I want a copy, 
it^s great as all the B. O. B.s are since 
yoU are the Chief and I always- ask 
thdu whom r glre pliers, their opinion 
and, say "UugheSk" you are ahead, 
a fellow over to t^nsylv^nla says yo\i 
tak^the cake andj no damn foolishness 
in ]four editorials. I wish you would 
wrlt^ a good strong article on the 
Christian's stunt, viz, that of the Jews 
whom they persecute and always have. 
It seems absurd to me that ihey stand 
by It. 1 suppose they w.ll however, as 
long as the sky pilots oan make their 
"wino, women and <diicken" out of It. 
then they'll change It Uke the Presby- 
terians, who don't send the tootsy 
wootsys to hell any more. Just chang- 
ed It you kaow, by simple hocus pocus. 

Hoping the Blade will continue In 
Ihe high grade It has established, I am 
sineerely-aao. O. BOBUIT& 



Get Settled •ooii. 

Oriska, N. D. 
Mr. James E. Hughes.— I had receiv- 
ed two copies of the Blade sent to me, 
1 had written In regard to It and one 
copy was to me at Utloa, Minn., as I 
spent the winter In Minnesota, I had 
siippiisod Ihe other copy of the Blade 



iJoiii .Macl.iiii,- - U .le aud 1 are very 
much iuierebled readers ol the Blue 
tiraas Blade, and especially of the ar- 
ticles you are contributing to its col- 
umus. Mr. Hughes surprises us with 
the editorial abiUty he displays. The 
Blade Is better than erer before. I do 
hope It wlU receive better flnanolal 
support. 1 am sure It's deserving of 

1 have oijs.rved uutices ol your 
pamphlet ' .Maniage aud Uivoice' aud 
herewith scud iou J.i> conta for a copy 
of same. Un April rilh, a little 
came to make her home with uu, 
1 made the following entry on one of 
the lly eaves of ">'our Uimdred V< 
of Freuthougbt," under another similar 
entry made a number of years ago: 
-Born April <!7th, 1906, Josephine K. 
Nauman, ■ The young lady is doing 
line, so is her mother. Iioura for Uni- 
versal Liberty.— ii. U. NAUAIAN. 

Wanta the Memorial. 

Owensboro. Ky. 

M r.. James E. Hughes. — I see in this 

A.iks llliide that the .Memorial Pani- 
pblet (,r C, C. .Moor, s has been mailed, 
hut 1 wish lu stall' that 1 have nut 
lec. ived Ihe two which I ordered. 

I also wish to state that from the 
appearance of today's paper, you were 
not with Mr. Moore all the time for 
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MARRIAGE AND 

DIVORCE 



Criticism of Mrs. Hsnry's Clever Pam- 
phlet by Walter Hurt Whieh Ap- 
peared in the Last Issue of To- 
Morrow Magazine. 



"Marriage and Divorce," a iMUuphlet 
by Josephine K. Henry, Is a woman s 
feeling protest scalnst the subwdlnate 
status of her sex In marriage under 
laws In the enactment of which she 
has had no voice, and in conforming 
;o which she can have no choice. The 
author arraigns in forceful fashion a 
system that intlicts such injustice up- 
on woman In the conjugal contract, 
making of her the veriest vassal la- 
stead of an equal partner with equal 
rights to be equally respected. Sum- 
med up. It is a simple j^ea tor Justice 
to woman in the marital relation, that 
she msy bring in free hands to h,er 
husband those gracious gifts of loyal- 
ty and love no slave can ever carry. 
It Is furthermore a demand for the re 
vLsiun of uur prtseiit uiarriaye laws 
lu the end thai an eiiuity may be <;s- 
iablished that will give higher i.leJls 
and happier homes to a nobler race 
that shaU be bom of such reform. 

"Woman aad the falMe.' by the 
same writer, shows how the doctrine 
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give something to help the Blade, but 
am lu poor and out of health, am 70 
yeai^ old.— A. W. TUCKBB. 

\ Rather LaU Critictam. 
MrDear Mr. Hughes.— 1 am surpris- 
ed tost you have made no notice of 
the dteth of Peter K<-kl..r, who crossed 
the rlter on .May 1st. H.^ was Inger- 
s<jli'B publisher, ;iu.l h.r i.iiy >ears a 
publisher of Fm n huuKht Iniuks. Aud 
at oueltime published a periodical call- 
ed "Tto Age ot Reason," He was 84 
years dr age,aad Ured In Brooklyn. An 
honest Iman betored by all who know 
him. IfJILARD. 




Ixhe Way to do Things. 

Mllo, Maine. 
:. Hughes.— I herewith 
I two dollars, one for myself 
■og yew. aad one Cor friend 



iimiMli 



liad been sent to nie here. At present 
am not steady in any one place am 
about to leave "Oriska for a time. The 
made Is all right, but I will have to 
discontinue all of my papers until 1 do 
get settled down somewhere. I send 
ymi P. O. oQder for tl.OO thtoking per- 
haps that might s<ittle for what I am 
owinK the Blade. I will have you 

Ibis and if it is nut Ihe riuht auiuuui. 
let me know. Uiscomlnue both the! 
one sent to Utica, Minnesota and the 
one seat to OrlsUi, N. O. In my name. 
— »!. H. PBABODY. 1 

To Keep Moving. 

Sclu, Ohlu. 
.Mr. Hughes: — I see by the tab on 
my Blade, the subscription expired 
Ihe first of March. And I have been 
putting ott renewing from day to day 
until It la pretty near over a month 
due. But that Is the way It goes, the 



throughoui 
always to impr, ss ,i : null a ii-- ol 
her own Intlnlle ini. ri..niv i: |m,i, i> 
out how the cIimkIi ha, ; i . n d -h. 

chains upon wu....ii.. u.a lU 

priesthood has cuiisinred lu peipetuate 
her enslavement by teaching that ser- 
vility to man is the virtue ot greatest 
value, while any impulse of sex Inde- 
pendence is the sovereign shame. An 
ardent appeal is made to woman to 
cast off the shacKles of superstition 
that have preveatod her progress 
through the- centuries that she may 
riarh the heights of an emancipated 

■.\lstenco toward which the future 

These companion brochures are well 
calculated to do a great missionary 
work if sufficiently circulated, for vm- 
man holds the key to the grated gate 
tnat bars our way to the Wider Free- 

("Marrlage and Divorce," 25 conts; 
'Woman and the Bible," 10 cents, 
losephlne K. Henry, Versailles. Ky.) 



IT NIVBR PAYS 



It never pays to fret or growl 

When fortune sev>ms our foe; 
The better lind will push ahead 



nation was the thief of time. You 
will please lind enclosed il.ih, one dol- 
.May 1907, the 



■ for c 
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Kditor Moore's A^emorial Pamphlets* 
to be sent to the above addresa. Wish- 
ing yon ttttara happlneaa aad suc- 
JOHNVTON. 



.Vml those who shirk 
Should never lament their doom; 
But yield the play. 
And clear the way. 
That better men have room. 

■ never pay* to footsr pride. 

And squander wealth In show: 

For friends thus won are sure to ni 
In times uf waul and woe. 
The noble worth 
Of all the earth 



Are i 



of hi ll 



A conscience clear, 
A household dear. 
And hands without a stain. 



It aarer paya to hate a foe 

Nahant P. O.. Massachusetts. Or catt>r to a friend, 

HuBhes:— WlU you To fawn or whine, much lees repine, 
pl. asr ...11,1 me a eupy of the "Moore To borrow or to .end. 
I'aiiipbl. I. ' loi- whi. li 1 oneluse s<mie , The faults of men 
stamps, enoUKh. 1 hope lo cover the Are fewer when 
postage.— ABBOT JAMEtl. Bach rows his own caaoe. 



in drudging alter gain, 
Aud he 18 sold who thinks that gold 
Is chietty bought with paiu. 
A humble lot, 
A cosy cot, 
uave tempted even kings. 
For statkm high, 
fhut wealth will buy. 
-Vaii^hi ot eout. ulmeut brings. 

U iiV^ii pays: A blunt refrain, 

Well worthy of a song; 
I or age and youth must learn this 
truth— 

That nothlnc pays that's wrong. 

The good and pure 

Alone are sure 
lo bring prolonged success! 

While what Is right 

In He 
IS always 



«OImB aiM» or THOUOHT 



general has always been 



lUul ue iias always uad ttne 

cauuou V. iiu iweucy-iuur pound bails, 
has atwttys biul tlui 
Hei(-iove 

of bis pleasure, in his children. In hi 
tirauucuiidren. lu the works of hi 
liaudb. luai is what never changes 
trom one end of the world to the other 
ihe fouudaiiuu ut society always ex- 
isung, there has always been some 
lorm of society. For we were 
mado .to live like 



JOB PRINTING 



We have a complete Job De- 
partment and are prepared to do' 
flrst<lsss work at reasenahls 



ena, has yet to be studied, and the 
command of Canute to the waves 
would be Hiailom IislU compared with 
any attunpi lo atop .■iiieh inquires. Liet 
the tide rise, aud let knowledge ad- 
vance; the limits of the one are not 
more rigidly ii.\, d than those of Iho 
other; and no worse infldelity could 
seize upon the mind than the belief 
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NOIV MOUCTION*. 



Hampden: 18 size, "Special it- 
ay," Z.i jls., jiiC.oO; "New H.-\Vay," 
■SJ jls., |2i; Ueuber Watch Co., 21 jls., 
ilT; same 17 jls., $14. 
Elgin: "Veritas," 2S JU.. IIP; 
Father Time." 21 Jls $22.50; "a W. 
itaymoud," 1S> jls., $20; "B. W. Ray- 
17 jls., »18.50. 

am: "Vauguard," 23 Jls.. $29; 

resceni Street, ' 21 Jls., $22.50; "Ap> 

stun, Tiacey At Co.., Premier," 17 
llS.ou; same, not "Premier," $16. 
,■ above siiaranteed to ~ 
inspectors. 

idries: Waltham'" "P. 3. Bart- 
er Elgin "Wheeler," 17 Jls., ad- 
justed, nickel, $9; same, gilt. $7; same 
Hampden, nickel $8.00; same, not ad- 



$6; Hampden 7 Jls., gUt M-Ml; 
.Jard" or "Century," 7 Jls., IS. 
Ai the above In 2. t or 4Hninee sU. 
erlne case, prepaid. In silver, or cold 

filled, screw case, accompanied by 
nufacturer's and my guarantee for 



hu.iting case $8.50 



__LADIES^ GOLD WATCHES. 
Large (6)' size Elgin, Waltham or 
Hampden. 20-year gold filled, latest 
style. artlaUc hand-chased, 7 Jls., $9: 
15 Jls.. $11; 16 Jls.. adj.. $15; small (o, 
site 7 Jls., $11.60; 16 Jls.. $16; 16 JU., 
adj., $18. ' Riverside," extra fine. $24. 
In 25-year case, $1 more. In 14.k solid 
gold case, $10 to $50 more, 
with diamonds, all in plush boa. pre- 
paid, with guarantee. 

for prices of Watches not listr 

...relry. Ring.-, Silver and Plated 

Ware, Optical Uuo.is and My Tract, 
In the Crucible," free. 

OTTO WETT8TK1N, 
Cook Co., III. 



UP-TO-DATE PAMPHLET 

ON 

'MARRIAGE 
AND DIVORCE' 

BT 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 

OF 

VER8AILLC8, KENTUCKY. • 



GREATEST DISCOVERIES 

OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

QOD^ SATAN AND HOLY QHO«T ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONS OP 
FICTION. HEAVEN AND HELL ARE ONLY MYTHS. CON- 
SCIOUS LIFE IS EXTINGUISHED AT DEATH. 

The Church of Humanity teaches these groat discoveries through Its 
organ. "The Truth About God," which it publishes monthly, anjyit 
• The Central Kansas Business College," which teaches Stenogf^^. T7»» 
writing. Bookkeeping, Commercial Arithmetic, Penmanship, aiv Bpei mg, 
and "The Truth About God" in a general course of study given by the UK^ 
porary International Instructor for the chirch. 

The Church haa 100 LIFE .MK.MBEK3. It wunts 900 more to formally 
organize and Incorixiratc i ho i.rsi thousand mombers will b« the fonndera 
and organizers of the cili KCH uK hu.maNITY. 

If you have loved ones you wish nscued from the Idolatry «C worship. 
Ins A dead man named Jlsus ami a myth named God, you should Join this 
Church and it will aid you In freeing them, and in saving your posterity 
imn becoming Idolaters by teaching ihom The Truth About God.- , 

WrlU to W. H. KKRR. 2210 Broadway, Grtat Bend, Kan., for blank ap. 
idlMthM tnr BSBbenhlBi, information about the college, and send Is, esats 

h^TnR imiiSniiiii to the -truth about qou- do u wnr. 
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Editorial 



le). 



the church in but a wolf in sheep's clothini?, '3y||V|VAL OF 

THE FITTEST 



lip tlic devil wliile profcsspilly rohecl iu the 
>!' tli. ir Lunl. Thi v li:iv.' foiiiid it an impo- 
pivtciulmo to 1,,. thdt wliich it is not. 



than th." one followinfi. 
In askinc the Rlnde to 



that the Blsde readers may now form their own 
MOduloiui eonoeminK the issaes in controversy. 
We would auifgpst, though, that a coninmnication 
from Dr. Torrey. in regard to Prof. Iliieckel's id 
leged conversion, wonld bo even more aeceiitabli 



„1 him a .'opy of its 
•.■,i,^rolist falK into er- 
ror. The Blade gave no report ' Ins ' or '■mal," 
but simply commented upon reports that had been 
been giv«i and the Blade was not the only per- 
iodical in America that did so. However, we 
eheerfnlly publiah Dr. Torrey 's letter, which is, 
In tell, a« IbUowK 

Hotel Majestic, Atlanta, Oeortria, 

May lo, 1900. 

I l'nli;isli,T Blue 



Mr. Jas. K. Ilnsrhrs. Ivlitm- ^md I 
Grass Blade, Lcxiufrton. K. tihirky. 

Dear Sir;- Yours of Sunday A|)ril 2i^tth received. 
In it, you have an fdit(n-ial attacking nie for hav- 
ing said as you allege, "The fearful earth- 
quake in the far western city is a visitation from 
Qod, on aecount of ita wiekednesa, and may prove a 
blMrisff in diagvlM." Owinf to this wickedness 
San FVaneiaco haa been on Mr. Alexander's and my 
heart these many months." I never made 
such statement as you attribute to me. It is made 
up out of a whole cloth. Would it not be well to 
find out what a man says before attacking him 
The paragraph contains a statement winch is d: 
rectly contrary to what I said. I hold in my hand 
a verbatim report of the sermon that 1 preached in 
connection with the calamity that overtook the 
city of San Franseisco. lict me say at this meet- 
ing where I preached it, we took up over $1,000 
for the San Francisco sufferers. The following 
. are my worda reported verbatim: 

"I notice a tendency in some of the news- 
papera to think that the San Francisco disas- 
ter is a special judgment of God upon Sau 
Francisco, because of its especial wicketlness. 
I don't believe it. It may he so, l.ut I think 
tliat any one .should hesitate to make a state- 
ment of that kind until he is very clear about 
it, but I don't believe it I don't believe it 
■wa« a judgment becaue of the apecial sin- 
folneaa of San Francisco. It has been said 
time and time again during the past week that 
San Francisco was the gayest and most care- 
less city in America. That may be true. I 
think likely it is. I don't know, but that don't 
prove that this awful disaster is an especial 
judgment. It has been said again that San 
Francisco was the wickedest city in America. 
Tliat I don't believe. It may be that certain 
foma of repolrive vioo were more open mu\ 
more ralnpant in San Fr^neiaco than in HQil 
Ameriean eilies. I prerame that ia tme, but 
dont prove that San fVaneiaao waa Uie wick- 
edest city in Ameriea, for remember that in 
the eyea of God, there are other sins which 
are just as hateful as the vice that to you and 
me is peculiarly odious, that ior i xamplc, of 
the oppression and robbery of the poor by the 
rich and by dishonest politicians, i)ride, self- 
righteousness that counts itself righteous and 
despises others is just as hateful to God as 
drunkenness and prize fighting and gambling 
impurity. I suppose that Philadelphia ii the 
moat orderly large city in Ameriea. It is cer- 
tainly the most orderly large city that I have 
ever lived in. I nevr saw a large city anything 
approaching to our streets at night. I have 
been all over Philadeli)hia (pretty nnicli all 
over Phila.lelphia). ail hours <d' the night. I 
never saw anything' like iIk- (piictness and or- 
der in a large city that rcii:ns liy night in 
Philadelphia, yet in si)ite ui all that, when I 
remember how Ciod looks licijcath the surface, 
I am not at all sure that iu God's sight Phila- 
delphia ia not juat as wicked as San Franeiaco. 
But I am pwfeetly rare of one thing, that it is 
not the part of wisdom on your part and mine 
to lift our heads with a sense of auperiority 
and say, "God punished San Fraseiaeo beeauae 
it was so wicked, and ha.s .spared Philadelphia 
because it was .so good.' " 
Tru.sting that you will <h, me the j^^atice tO 
correct the false statement that }FOa .made re- 
garding me, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

B. A. TORREY. 
Will you kindly send me a marked copy of 
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THE POWER OF FREETHOUOHT. 
IIow much is there impled in that simple phrase, 
to think freely? How nuich may be found in its 
kindred appellations? The implication is a full and 
wholesome freedom of the mind to think upon all 
queationa, without biaa or prejudice, and to act 
upon rifj^teoua eonelnaiona. There ia absolutely 
no truth in the atatement that the Christian 
ehureh ia the friend of human freedom. As a mat- 
ter of fact men have more liberty aa they outgrow 



that the 
whose e 



^ pr 
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l>end. The Blade is satisfied that a few more con 
vulsions will be required before the human mind, in 
its entirety, will be fully prepared to raise abovi 

the creed of selfishness. The stars and stripes may 

again he drenched with the life's blood of Ameri 
can citizens before we are grand enough and liber 

end)odied in the ]uinci]des of Thomas Paine which 
lid ji 



rdii 



irtues 



■ Fr. 



lid I 



made a motto lor all future work. No power 
earth, in the heavens above, or in the waters under 
the earth, could ever disunite a people bound 
and linked together with this great, triune chain. 
When such conditions exist, then, and not till then, 
will all religion bom of ignorance and imbecility 
perish and die. The church will then no longer pre- 
vent the development of those almost infinite pos- 
sibilities that lay before every man. 

In the end human love will be fonn<l the sole 
redeemer of the world. Not that love which is 
centered around the mythical Christ, but a ].iirely 
human love, a love for man to man, a love that 
shall he capable of eonvietiug us of our injustices 
and guide us into the bright sunlight of the futui'e 
iinobacured by bigotry and truly free from priestly 
domination. Then let us strive to be more juat in 
our actions. Let us ever stand ready to ezeuse 
rather than condemn. ^Mercy well beOMnea those 
ill authority. A kind word will always accomplish 
more than a frown and it costs no more. 



DILAT m FTIBUOATIOH. 

We crave the indulgence of our readers because 
of an unavoidable delay in the publication of this 
week's issue of the Blade. Lack of support ha.s 
eonipelled me to seek other and additional means 
of earning a livelihood for myself and those de- 
])euileut uixin me, and in the performance of that 
necessary duty, I have been prevented from get- 
ting the Blade out this week on time. 

However, our suhserihei-s will not suffer loss or 
inconvenience by reason of the delay. While this 
is.sue will be a few days late in reaehinu' our read- 
ers, the next succeeding i.ssue w ill lie j-rinled .md 
mailed immediately thereul'ter, thus enabling us 
to catch up again. 

The mere fact that the Blade's editor haa been 
forced to seek additional cmplojonent in order to 
live and earn running expenses does not mean that 
the Blade is going to suspend or cease publication. 
On th.leontrary we shall stick to the old tthip and 
stand fa.st by the helm, in the profound hope that 
a gooiUy crew may some dav he crowded ujioii her 
deck, which, by united ellort. will have the cap- 
tain free to handle the bark and steer it alone. 

Honesty being the beat policy, and 
real virtue, I deem it beat that oar 
know the facta. 

• • • • • 
The sage once observed that the wise find tran 
quility in discovering the truth, the ignorant in 
seeking folly. Truth establishes all things, false- 
hood overthrows them. History recorda that a 
despot once condemned a sage to death upon accu- 
sations that were false, which was not altogether 



By An Appllealloii oT the Natural Mn- 
ciple to ChriMlan Tliee i ay tke Lat- 
ter Is Plae«l at a dear Olaa«vant. 

age. 

(By ^. OOHBa«). 
(From the London FreetUaker. 

Tlio extension of the principle of tlu> 
survival of Ihe fittest from the bkile 
gical In oih.'i- lields was a n:iniral an. I 
lapiti iMiiionie of ihe perception of It,'* 
truth. And to recognize Its truth on- 
ly oue tblns was neceaaanr— to under- 
stand it. For when properly under- 
stood the teaching associated with the 
iianios of Darwin and Spencer is seen 
III Ue iiiiieli ill the nature of uiatheniai 
iial d. iM(iTi.><tiatiou. The survival of 
the 111 test is tiue because we cannot 
conceive it as untrue. To sa.v that the 
■•fittest" does not survive is to make 
a statement that can only be accepted 
so long as we retrain rfom trying 
understand elearljr the terms of the 
pro|M>8itton laid down. Once we do un- 
derstand clearly the terms we use, it 
is lealized that to sa> the "flttest" 



vlVi 



i! (Jlllt 

lie. (>n,'anisnis .-survive bccauwe they 
are the flttest; their fitness is shown 
liy their survival. 

The extension of this prlndpte to 
life in general was very rapid Indeed. 
Ideas, institutions, cuB'tonis, social 
foniis. all could be seen to Illustrate 
tile same principle; and once the first 
shock of the conflict was over, relig- 
ious apolugists set themselves the task 
of revtsinK their defences, and, as the 
now teacliing was not to be defeated, 
to discover a defence which should be 
If 



rent 



s soon found. If things survive be- 

e.'is." then the survival ot 
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iug the 



Vive. In spite of attacks Christianity 
lives, and this being the case the free- 
thinking evolutionist must admit that 

Christianity contains something of 

value to man in his life siruKgle, olh- 
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he |)erceiv<-.| hi> wile u.^imi,- hittcrly. ■'Wh 
weejtest thoii Asked the culprit. "Have 1 not 
caii.se for t<'ars, " replied the loving wife, "seeing 
that thou suftere.st death innocently." "Well," re- 
plied the .sage," wouldst thou see me die guilty f" 
And herein lies the whole philosophy of life. Mar- 
tyrdom does not prove the troth for which the 
martyr dies but it does prove the sincerity qf his 
devotion to it. There is much to admire in the 
dauntless courage (d" Dantnn, the Fn iK h atheist, 
when prevented on the sea Hold from emhraeing 
a comrade sentenced to die will him who, replying 
to the waiting executioner, "Fool, thon can 'at not 
prevent our heads from meeting in the baaket." 
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When the priest li 
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church. 



hseriheil to th 
Moore Men,, .rial j.ampiiiet are pleased with thei 
investment. The pamphlet has heen arranged with 
eare that it should include all that the admirers 
and frienda of our late, beloved editor ooold de- 
sire. We have not yet sold a sufficient nnmher at 
he low i)rice asked for it to pay the entire coat 
d publication, hut we offered it at a low ooat in 
rder to secure a w ide circulation without thought 
d' pndit. It is otii- s(de aid to fret the pamphlet 
read and in tlie li;uids of as many r. aders as possi- 
lile 1(11- it is ejdeidated to exercise a true missionary 
ctl'eet. 'J'he addresses are geni.s of oratory and 
thought and to he read means that the inemory of 
the Blade's founder shall be kept green for years 
to come. If you have not secured a copy uow is 
the time to subaeribe. One copy costa but fifteen 
cents and we will send ten copies to any addivaa in 
the United States and Canada for one dollar. 



I'r 



athi 



•cite 



tc of heave 
M-r a haii^'ni 
Itent, hell ii 



itii 



and hell ! The one a 
I's whip. Find heaven 
luiuaii discontent. Hoth 



authority, that the clmr. h lia^ made one co 
after another until it stands almost isolated as far 
as the affairs of thia life are eoneemed. 

If the church ia the frioid of both men 
men why ia it that the most advanced men and 
men .in the world, those who have been ever as 
ion .lights upon the great highway of 

I -found outside the pale of the church f 
r y itthat the laadera of tha world 'a tboui^t 
oiw fonnd amoDf tka grast body of Fno- 
•f It ia bacanae thagr knf diaeoreiad ' 



tfitle, ;uiotlier sufl'ers and is in misery tlioiiL'h he 
wear a crown. Heaven for one, hell for the other. 
Theae we build ourselves. Money cannot release 
ua from the one or enable us to purchase the other. 
Heaven is won by deeds of honor and nobility but 
the modem Christian vainly imagines he can get 
there by counting beads or repeating prayers by 
rote instead of trying to deserve admission by good 
actions. DoqUlMI many Chriatians would find 

hell which they have 

built for" ' 



Miliuit this or pronouncu his 
osophy Invalid. 

bo runs the argument, and it pos- 
sesses a plausibility that commends It 
to many. It is to be met with in learn- 
ed — often painfully so — magasine ai^ 
tides, la aermonB, and in the popular 
superstition that the destmotlon ot 
Christianity ral^t involve 
disagreeable consequences. 
dee<i, curious that pteclsfliy tboee who 
»rgue that Christiaany waa indestru<> 
tlble in the past I 
gualities that demooatrated Its "fit- 
ness' over all competitors and ene- 
mies are precisely those who fear m«s 
for iis di>a|>l>earanci'. Much of thii 
Slat, ef niiiel may be accounted for b; 
a misapprehension of the word •fit 
nesa." Most, if not all, of those who 
defend Christianity on the grounds of 
its fitness to survive^ give to the term 
a moral or ethical significance 
which It haa ao praper claim. What 
is actually the fittest In a given envi 
ronment and what is the idealy best 
may be. and often Is, two ver> disiinn 
thiuus. [f «e allow ttie possibility, 
Shakespeare among savages, or t 
primitage savage In a highly civilized 
community, would be equally "unfit,' 
ind would be crushed oat Whether 
the quality determined survival is an 
Ideal quality or not is entirely a 
tion of environnieiit, and the Chrl» 
tlan by no means demonstrate 
the perpetuation of Christianity is a 
desirable thing, even though he 
able to show that It has' survived be- 
cause it was the "fltteet." 

Further, if anyone will take a map 
of the world and note those pi: 
which Christianity has undergone the 
least alteration— Abyssinia, parts of 
the South-East of Kurope, or Spain- 
it wil lie noted thai thi-se are also thi 
least progressive iiortlons of th< 
world. Here its survival has beei 
quite In aooordance with lU owa bo» 
progreaaive character. If, oa th* otft^ 
er hand, we take the progressive por- 
tions of the worlil, it will be noted 
that there Chrisiiaiiiti 
viveii by so great a modification of Its 
practice, and even teaching, as to 
hardly appear the same faith. Or, In 
other words, real Christianity ha* not 
survived at all. There haa been a 
continuity of possession, even of for- 
mula; but to point to Christianity ex- 
isting in England, America, France, 
or Germany as a proof that Christian- 
ity has demonstrated Us survtval 
value Is simply absurd. Under civil- 
ized or progressive conditions its sur- 
vival value is of the poorest possible 
kind. An orianlam or aa 
that can oaly snrvlv* by 
found modification of Its structure or 
acter has really demonst rated 



What is real and universal eaaaot 

be ( ..nflned to the eirole at thoae who 

sympathise strictly with his (Sweden- 
borg's genius, but will pass forth into 
the coiiimou st..cl< of wise ami first 
ihinliing. The world has a sure chem- 
istry, by which it extracts what is ex- 
cellent In iU chUdren. and leU fau the 
ItiBltatmaa ot the gtaa. 




THE mUGE BUCKSMITH 



By .1. B. WILSON. 
.NOTi: —The biarksuiith In a village, where I OBoe lived flor a 



abil 



tended Church and Sunday S< hool regularly. Ho was also, a ni 
teacher, possessing a good voice, and he took pride in training the 
Sunday School. 

He was often soUetted to Join the choreh. bat aa often refused on 

the grounds that his business impelled him to swear, and he didn't 
pidjK St to take an oath that he Knew he would break. Finally, during 
a Kn:ii religious revival, when evi ly one idse In Ihe village had Join- 
ed, the ' Anuy of tlu' l>ord, " having no other foes to conquer, turned its 
batteries on the blackfcralth. After much argument, he was accepted 
on the terms that he would try to quit swearinc, but If he failed, the 
members should ovsriook It, and not hoM htm acooanUbl*; for, said he, 
■'I dont Intend to b* a hypocrite, aad If I have to swear. It wlU not be 
under my breatii. but oat kmd; but I have mad* up my mlad that, 'A 
maa cant be a Maoksalth aad not cuss.' " 



WITH APOLOQIlS TO LONaniLLOW. 

By the side of his flaming tumae* 

The vlllaRo blacksmith stood; 
By all fair-iniiid<>tl cili/ens, 

He was considered good; 
Except at frequent intervals. 

When In blaspheming mood. 

One only fSuIt he had to mar, 

A Iffe built on the square; 
When shoein' an obstreperous nag. 

Re ooaldn't help but swear; 
When of his choice profanity 

He never seemed to spare. 

He went on Sundays to the churok. 

And mid the revival sat; 
They'd oaaght each tippler In the town, 

BMA hMfsr, aeold and brat; 

And all made up and Iciseed and hugged, 

Who'd ever had a spat. 

Saved were all sinners but the .smith. 

For whom each raised his voice, 
In prayer, that he'd become resigned. 

And with the saints rejoice; 
And now was the accepted time, 

.And day to make his choice. 

Rlikt past him, up and down the aisle. 

The pleading sisterings walked: 
While down beside him on his knees. 

The parson prayed and talked: 
But all entreaties proved in vain. 

For still the blacksmith balked. 

WluNi up he rase straKht from his sent. 

All gave f. "Hal-ley-lool"_ 

But he said feelingly, "My friends, 



"On me you're wastin' precious time, 

An' makln' too much fuss, 
By tryin' to save a hopelesa case. 

An' talUn' thoa an' tho*; 
Far a man cant b* a blacksmith. 

An' not let loose an' cuss." 

••I'm not like some profossin' folks, 

Whose religion's all a fake, 
An' 1 won't make any promises, 

I know I'm goin' to break; 
Bat if yoa'U stretch a potait on awearin', 

All the other vows I'll take. 

Since they'd no iiioic sheep to tether. 

And he stood convicted plain, 
They yanked him In on his own terms, 

Por aU liked Tubal Cain; 
And a 

t ia Its I 

And all notice of his speech proCaae, 

Grew falnUy slight and dim; 
Var tho' twaa wrong in other folks, 

It seemed nataral to him, 
Aad eft whoa he was kicked behiad, 

Bufi est loos* wUh a rim. 

Aad sTea the childraa goiac home. 

mold loit*r by hiB door— 
• They knred to wateb aa old mat* snw, 

Aad hear him caaa aa' roar; 
Whll* briBMtoaa aplatlend tron his month. 



Thus both hoaast aad eoaatstaat. 
As In Ufa, he'U b* in UmA: 

For he never does his eossln', 
Like others, seath th* breath; 



Some one or other salth. 

An' when he appears st judgment. 
He'll stand a chance as fair 

To win a night-gown an' a Jews4uurp 
As some who never swear — 

(Hkospt when not a aoal i* roaa|l, 
TO eatdi than oaaware). 

Thus slngln', prayln" an' cussin". 
Onward thro' life ho goes; 

.Shoein' h<jrses the whole o' the week, 
An' worshlppln' at Its close; 

Prayla' and oussin' both without 



Thanks! thanks to thee, my worthy friend. 
Foe tks leBRou thou h.iKt taught; 

atfailM aa honest in all you do, 
WHhoat fear of being caught; 

If awearin' and lyin' were eaplUi Crimea, 
ThSM'a few who woaMat aat ahot 



